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NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Today, Mayor John Cooper released the following statement regarding            
today’s emergency meeting of the Metro Board of Health scheduled for 5:00 PM: 

“At my request, the Metro Nashville Board of Health will hold a special emergency              
meeting today at 5 p.m. to take action on a declaration of a public health emergency to                 
address COVID-19. The Metro Public Health Department possesses the authority to take            
extraordinary actions to protect public health. The department and Coronavirus Task           
Force will communicate specific policy requirements that mitigate the possible spread of            
COVID-19. 
 
“In advance of that meeting, I am asking for specific, short-term action to be taken               
effective immediately:  
(1) Bars on Lower Broadway and throughout Davidson County to close their businesses            

until further notice; 
(2) Restaurants (public facilities where the sale of food comprises more than 50 percent             

of revenue) to limit their regular maximum seating to under 50 percent of capacity,              
capped at no more than 100 individuals allowed. 

(3) Bar service at restaurants should be limited to 50 percent of capacity with no              
standing allowed.  

 
“We also are asking restaurants to take social distancing precautions, including the            
spacing out of tables for customers. We are encouraging restaurants to remain open as              
both a measure of social wellbeing and because of their important role in helping to feed                
our community. We appreciate the businesses, churches, schools, sporting event          
organizers, and all other organizations that have closed or taken actions on social             
distancing. These actions are consistent with other best practices being rolled out in             
Chicago, Washington, DC, New Orleans, and other major cities nationwide. Nashville is            
a leading destination in both global tourism and healthcare, and it is our responsibility to               
set an example in keeping our community safe. 
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“We are asking for these short-term actions based on recommendations of public health             
officials and health professionals and to protect the health of every person in our county               
and every visitor to our city. As a community we must come together and take care of                 
one another, and that includes practicing social distancing that inhibits the spread of the              
virus. If we take these steps in the short-term, we will be able to return more quickly to                  
normal operations.  
 
“We understand these changes create a hardship, especially for businesses and their            
employees, and we hope it will be short lived. As a priority, Metro Government will be                
focused on how to provide relief for local workers and address the inevitable hardship              
that these social distancing measures will have on local businesses. We are gathering             
information from state and federal officials on aid for businesses and workers. We will              
continue to communicate regularly and follow the recommendations of the Board of            
Health as this emergency evolves.” 

 
Residents can stay up to date on the latest COVID-19 updates from the Mayor’s Office and                
MPHD at https://www.nashville.gov/Health-Department/Coronavirus.aspx and by following      
Mayor Cooper’s social media channels below: 
 
Twitter: @JohnCooper4Nash 
Facebook: facebook.com/MayorJohnCooper 
Instagram: @johncooper4nashville 
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